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and professional successes, but also his many
volunteer civic contributions. Stanton has dem-
onstrated caring and stewardship in each of
the communities along his journey, and his ca-
reer exemplifies the ideal of commerce in the
public interest. He presently serves on the
boards of the Milwaukee Art Museum, the Mil-
waukee Symphony Orchestra, the Greater
Mulwaukee Committee, and he serves as
treasurer for the Milwaukee Jewish Federa-
tion.

I have great respect for Stanton Bluestone
and his wife Judy and I can confidently say
that the AJC could not have made a better se-
lection. I am honored to join Stanton
Bluestone’s many friends and admirers in of-
fering congratulations on this important and
richly deserved honor.
f

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 102 RE-
AFFIRMING U.S. LINKS WITH IS-
RAEL ON THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE MODERN STATE OF IS-
RAEL

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 1997
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on November

29, 1947, the United Nations General Assem-
bly voted to partition the British Mandate of
Palestine, and that action set in place the con-
ditions which led to the reestablishment of the
State of Israel 6 months later. On May 14,
1948 the people of Israel formally proclaimed
the establishment of the modern State of Is-
rael, and on that very same day, the United
States extended diplomatic recognition to the
new state.

Beginning later this month with the 50th an-
niversary of the United Nations General As-
sembly vote and continuing through the formal
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the
proclamation of the state next May, the people
of Israel are marking a half century of the
flourishing of the modern State of Israel.

Mr. Speaker, it is most appropriate that we
here in the Congress on behalf of the Amer-
ican people reaffirm the bonds of warm friend-
ship that link us with the Jewish people and
Israel. Israel is our only democratic ally in the
volatile Middle East region, and the strong
common links that bind us with the people of
Israel reflect our shared experiences and our
strong shared interests.

Today, with our distinguished colleague and
the Chairman of the International Relations
Committee, Congressman BENJAMIN GILMAN,
and a number of our other distinguished col-
leagues in the House, I have introduced a
Joint Resolution which (1) recognizes the his-
toric significance of the fiftieth anniversary of
Israel, (2) commends the people of Israel for
their remarkable achievements in building a
new state and a pluralistic democratic society
in the face of half a century of terrorism, hos-
tility and belligerence by many of her neigh-
bors, (3) reaffirms the bonds of friendship and
cooperation which have existed between the
United States and Israel for the past half-cen-
tury and which have been significant for both
countries, and (4) extends the warmest con-
gratulations and best wishes to the State of Is-
rael and her people for a peaceful and pros-
perous and successful future.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join
me and Chairman GILMAN in cosponsoring this
resolution, and I ask that the text of our reso-
lution be included in the RECORD.

H.J. RES. 102
Expressing the sense of the Congress on

the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the
founding of the modern State of Israel and
reaffirming the bonds of friendship and co-
operation between the United States and Is-
rael.

Whereas on November 29, 1947, the United
Nations General Assembly voted to partition
the British Mandate of Palestine, and
through that vote, to create the State of Is-
rael;

Whereas on May 14, 1948, the people of Is-
rael proclaimed the establishment of the
sovereign and independent State of Israel
and the United States Government estab-
lished full diplomatic relations with Israel;

Whereas the desire of the Jewish people to
establish an independent modern state of Is-
rael is the outgrowth of the existence of the
historic Kingdom of Israel established three
thousand years ago in the city of Jerusalem
and in the land of Israel;

Whereas one century ago at the First Zion-
ist Congress on August 29 to 31, 1897, in
Basel, Switzerland, participants under the
leadership of Theodore Herzl affirmed the de-
sire to reestablish a Jewish homeland in the
historic land of Israel;

Whereas the establishment of the modern
State of Israel as a homeland for the Jews
following the slaughter of more than six mil-
lion European Jews during the Holocaust;

Whereas since its establishment fifty years
ago, the modern state of Israel has rebuilt a
nation, forged a new and dynamic society,
and created a unique and vital economic, po-
litical, cultural, and intellectual life despite
the heavy costs of six wars, terrorism, inter-
national ostracism, and economic boycotts;

Whereas the people of Israel have estab-
lished a vibrant and functioning pluralistic
democratic political system including free-
dom of speech, a free press, free and fair and
open elections, the rule of law, and other
democratic principles and practices;

Whereas, at great social and financial
costs, Israel has absorbed hundreds of thou-
sands of Jews from countries throughout the
world, many of them refugees from Arab
countries, and fully integrated them into Is-
raeli society;

Whereas for half a century the United
States and Israel have maintained a special
relationship based on mutually shared demo-
cratic values, common strategic interests,
and moral bonds of friendship and mutual re-
spect; and

Whereas the American people have shared
an affinity with the people of Israel and re-
gard Israel as a strong and trusted ally and
an important strategic partner:

Now, therefore, be it Resolved by the Senate
and House of Representatives of the United
States of American in Congress assembled, That
the United States

(1) recognizes the historic significance of
the fiftieth anniversary of the reestablish-
ment of the sovereign and independent mod-
ern State of Israel;

(2)commends the people of Israel for their
remarkable achievements in building a new
state and a pluralistic democratic society in
the Middle East in the face of terrorism, hos-
tility and belligerence by many of her neigh-
bors;

(3) reaffirms the bonds of friendship and co-
operation which have existed between the
United States and Israel for the past half-
century and which have been significant for
both countries; and

(4) extends the warmest congratulations
and best wishes to the State of Israel and her

people for a peaceful and prosperous and suc-
cessful future.
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HONORING AMBASSADOR
SHYAMALA B. COWSIK OF INDIA
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OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 1997

Mr. FOX. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor as a
member of the International Relations Commit-
tee’s Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific to
bid farewell to a person who has worked
closely with members of our Committee and
the Congress as a whole. After 2 years of tire-
less work, she has completed her second tour
in Washington and sadly will be moving to a
new post. The Ambassador’s professionalism
and keen understanding of our two nation’s
histories, culture, and diplomatic relations al-
lowed her to be particularly effective.

During this period, we have witnessed a
dramatically expanded dialogue between our
nations. This has taken the form of interpar-
liamentary contacts, ministerial meetings,
trade growth and a visit by the First lady. As
a result of Ambassador Cowsik’s work, I am
convinced that our two democracies can work
to create an international order that is based
on international law and mutual respect.
f

LIMITED OVERTIME EXEMPTION

HON. LINDSEY O. GRAHAM
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 1997

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing legislation to provide a limited over-
time exemption from section 7(k) of the Fair
Labor Standards Act (FLSA) for public sector
employees who provide emergency medical
services (EMS)—the same FLSA exemption
afforded to fire protection personnel. Without
this change in law, there will continue to be
circumstances in which EMS personnel are
working the same tours of duty as either fire
protection or law enforcement personnel, but
must be paid overtime for any hours worked in
excess of 40 hours during any workweek.

In some localities, such as Pickens County,
SC, EMS functions are entirely separate from
fire protection and law enforcement activities,
but their job duties are identical. There should
be no difference in the treatment of EMS per-
sonnel under the FLSA simply because of the
manner in which emergency services are pro-
vided by local communities. Furthermore, in
many jurisdictions, the majority of emergency
calls are medical emergencies. The current
situation is very expensive for State and local
governments and intrudes on their manage-
ment of fire protection and law enforcement
activities.

Section 7(k) of the FLSA provides a partial
exemption from overtime for those employees
engaged in fire protection and law enforce-
ment activities. Employers are allowed to es-
tablish work periods of up to 28 days, and
overtime compensation is not owned until fire
protection employees have worked more than
212 hours and law enforcement personnel ex-
ceed 171 hours of work. There have been
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